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GWEC – Uniting the global wind industry and its representative associations

C0 Members

Associations

C1, C2 and C3 Members
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2013 growth: 12.5%

18 yr avg. growth: 26.2%
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18 yr avg. growth: 23.7% 

2013 growth: - 21%
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Offshore development 

~ 7050 MW Global cumulative capacity end 2013:  
<2.5% of total installed wind power capacity

~1,630 MW 2013 Market
~5% of annual wind power market

2014 – major markets: UK, Germany, China

2020: ~70-80 GW ~10% cumulative capacity
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2015 2020

Offshore Development Targets/expectations to 2020 (GW) 

• Europe: 14 40

• China: 5 30

• Japan - 1-2

• Korea - 2-4

• USA - 0.5-3.0

• Others (Taiwan, India, Canada?) 0.6-2.0

• Total ~20 74.1-81



• Facilitate offshore wind energy development in India

• Enhanced knowledge & capacity of decision makers

• Improved awareness among local communities and municipalities

• Create partnerships and structural cooperation between EU member
countries and India across the public and private sector

• Develop a pathway for Offshore Wind Development in India up to 2032

http://fowind.in



New Markets
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electricity

energy

 emission

50% of electricity demand

Flexible and Coherent Energy System

Source: Energinet.dk
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IPCC Working Group III

Main messages:

1. We have the technology – main barriers 
are institutional/political. RE needs to 
play a dominant role in the power sector;

2. “It doesn’t cost the world to save the 
planet”...06% of GDP – not including 
savings;

3. Acting now is much cheaper and more 
effective than acting later.



Looking Ahead
2013 was a tough year, with a dramatic 12GW drop in the US   
market. However, Q4 2013 saw 12GW under construction in the US, 
which bodes well for 2014 and 2015; Canada, Mexico strong;

China, India - China's market recovered substantially in 
2013, growing by about 23%, and looks to grow further in 2014. 
India is still stagnant, but a new round of growth is expected to 
begin in 2014. Other small Asian markets emerging;

Europe – 2013 market was surprisingly robust, although 
market less diverse than in previous years; critical debates on 
post-2020 regime will continue throughout 2014 (at least).

Latin America – Brazil plus…?

Africa - South African market takes off, along with other markets 
in East Africa; Morocco and Egypt beginning to recover.
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Looking Ahead (2)

Rate of global growth will slow until and unless
• New markets fill the ‘gap’ left by lack of growth in OECD, 
• or…OECD economy recovers, and/or…
• New CO2 related legislation takes effect.

Downward price pressure continues:
• Oversupply and tough economic times mean margins 

are slashed to the bone and competition is fierce
• Cheap' gas in the US; oversupply due to fracking boom
• ‘Consolidation’ in sector continues, but...

Market Diversification is the key
• Majority of installations for the past 4 years outside OECD
• Vast Majority of market growth is outside the OECD
• Reliance on a ‘home’ market is no longer good strategy
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Conclusions

A global climate agreement will be fundamental for wind 
power to achieve its maximum potential, but for the short term:

UNCERTAINTY:
• in international political landscape
• in the future of the carbon markets
• in ‘new’ climate-related funds

Focus on national/regional legislation and markets

Market drivers all still in place, and increasingly prominent:
• energy security; cost stability; macroeconomic security; local 

economic development and job creation; local environment and 
climate



Thank you!
For more information:

Steve Sawyer, GWEC

Steve.Sawyer@gwec.net
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